Appletesters.net — A New Website to
Assist Apple Growers and Apple
Testers in Variety Selection

Win Cowgill

New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station

Jon Clements
University of Massachusetts Extension

Appletesters.net is a new website designed to as-
sist apple growers in variety and cultivar selection for
new orchard plantings. It is also designed to provide
a location for anyone conducting cooperative apple
evaluation and testing to report and archive their find-
ings using a unified protocol for apple variety fruit
and trees.

Variety and cultivar selection is the largest eco-
nomic decision a grower can make when establishing
a new high-density orchard block of a thousand trees
or more per acre using tall spindle systems.

Appletesters.net allows growers or potential
growers to log on and view records of a variety from
different locations over multiple years to assist mak-
ing their planting decisions.

The online records allow cooperators and grow-
ers to see what variety characteristics are performing
best in their area. The database will include pictures
and casual observations in addition to fruit quality
measurements and important horticultural charac-
teristics including tree habit, bloom time, disease
tolerance, mortality, precociousness, fruit appearance,
taste, storability, and more.

Directions for Use

Point your web browser to: http://appletesters.
net. Click on the apple testers database Guest Login.
This brings you to our login page, select the guest
account button and click login. This brings you to a
data base record; you are now in the system. The first
thing you should do is familiarize yourself with the
database layout. In the tool bar at the top, all the way
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to the right is a help button. Click the help button to
open a new window that contains the directions as to
how the database works. Read through and see what
it’s all about. This window will stay open for refer-
ence for you at any time.

Example of Use

Lets look at one search as an example of one way
to use the database. In the tool bar select the button
Find. This will bring up a blank data base record, you
can search on any criteria but lets select the cultivar
box by typing a cultivar/variety, lets say Zestar. Then
go back up to the tool bar and click the Perform Find
button. This brings up 7 records for Zestar. You know
this by again looking at the toolbar on top in the left
hand corner at Found Records. With Zestar (As of
12/15/12) you will see 7 records that you can cycle
trough using the arrows to the left of the Found Re-
cords icon.

Appletesters.net will become an important re-
pository of cultivar/strain information on tree growth
and fruit quality over many seasons. Such informa-
tion should be very useful to apple growers looking
for more and/or unbiased variety/strain information
to make future planting decisions.

Funding

Funding for this project was provided by a North
East SARE partnership grant.
http://www.nesare.org/.
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State MA
Location Belchertown
Cultivar Paulared
date 8/19/2011
fruit picture  http/fruitumext.umass.edu/2011apple/paulared0819.jpg

Figure 1. Apple Tester database picture of Paulared record, Belchertown, MA 8/11.
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Location

Cultivar
tree vigor

TREE branching
CHARACTERISTICS tree habit
crop load

maturity period

pre-harvest drop

fruit ground color
fruit over color
color % red

color pattern
lenticels

FRUIT
APPEARANCE rult symmetry
russet coverage

russet region

russet texture
cracking

cracking location
fruit size

fruit diameter inches
fruit weight grams

firmness Ibs
soluble solids
starch index
flesh color
flesh texture

FRUIT
FLESH

flavor

skin thickness
skin greasiness
eating quality

FRUIT
FLAVOR

8/19/2011

MA
Belchertown

Paulared

medium-strong
medium
spreading-drooping
medium-heavy
early

some

rootstock

biennial

green

red

75

blush
inconspicuous
globose

nil

absent

medium-large
31
184

15.1

11

3.5 (2-5)
green-white
soft

browning faint

tan
average
dry
fair

Figure 2. Blank Apple Tester Database Record Form.
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LET
OESCO
POWER

YOU

REARS POWERBLAST
A powerful machine with

PTO drive and the patented
Constant Velocity Hitch (CVH).

REARS PAK TANKS
3 Pt. hitch, pto drive
diaphragm pumps, choice
of booms or guns.

THROUGH

400 or 500 gallon tank.

For more information
visit our
NEW website at
www.oescoinc.com

REARS PUL BLAST REARS FLAIL MOWER
100-500 gallon tanks. Medium OMF-750 SERIES
sized, variable pitch fans. Super-duty low profile, uses
Diaphragm or centrifugal pumps. a double row spherical roller
bearing with oversize rollers
and eccentric locking collar.
8 Ashfield Road on
Route 116

Conway, MA 01341
800-634-5557 - 413-369-4335 - info@oescoinc.com

Need Used Equipment—
We Have That Too!
CALL US FOR DETAILS.

Since 1932

Best Berry
Plants

* Strawberries, raspberries, blueberries, blackberries, asparagus and more!

* Where the pros go for plans and plants.

* Call for a free catalog and plasticulture guide!

ARrermy ime—r—
A L % at—) —

41 River Road, South Deerfield, Massachusetts 01373

www.noursefarms.com 413.665.2658
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